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Todd Craig is a native of Queens, New York. A product of 
Ravenswood and Queensbridge Housing projects in his youth, 
he left Queens for New England in hopes of a better education 
and life. As an alumnus of the scholarship program A Better 
Chance, Inc., Todd attended Saint George’s School in Newport, 
Rhode Island. His love of hip-hop music and culture led him to 
become a deejay in his high school years. Upon graduation, he 
attended Williams College in Williamstown, Massachusetts. 
Todd was awarded a Rockefeller Brothers Fellowship upon 
graduating, and was accepted into Harvard Graduate School of 
Education. While attending Harvard, Todd realized his career 
goal was to find a professional position that would allow him the 
time and freedom to engage in his love of writing, teaching and 
music. 

 
As Pre-Commencement Student Speaker, Todd graduated with a Masters in Education and 
continued to pursue his writing, which led to his acceptance at writing residencies at the Ucross 
Foundation, Writers Colony at Dairy Hollow, Jentel Foundation and an Associate Artist 
position at Atlantic Center for the Arts with Anne Waldman. After a year of cross-country 
travel to attend these residencies, Todd began working as a part-time member of faculty in the 
CUNY system to give back to his native community. 
 
As a writer, Todd straddles the realms of fiction, creative non-fiction, poetry, and screenplay 
writing, The situations Todd discusses within his texts paint a vivid and graphic depiction of a 
specific Queens-based lifestyle, as this is what he saw in his community, listened to in hip-hop 
music and experienced in youth. It is, however, his formal academic training as well that allows 
him to express the hope and infinite possibilities that any person of color has in their daily lives. 
 
In addition to being a writer, Todd is also a 
deejay. It is, in fact, his love of music that opened 
the door to his writing. As an artist, Todd has 
done numerous readings and performances 
nationwide, including collaborations with other 
writers, poets and musicians such as Newspeak, 
Donnell Alexander, Dr. Jan Ramjerdi, Anne 
Waldman, Rich Medina, Geoffrey Canada, Dr. 
Bessie Blake, Lee Ann Brown, David T. Little 
and hip-hop artists Hypno (The Spooks), Mr. 
Len (Smacks Records) and Mobb Deep, in order 
to bring a musical element to his writing. A few guest appearances can be heard on the 
accompanying CD-ROM. 
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Todd currently teaches English Composition at The College of 
Staten Island (CUNY) while working on his Doctor of Arts 
degree in English at St. John’s University – where he was 
awarded the 2008 Academy of American Poets Prize. Todd’s 
research interests are hip-hop culture and pedagogy, 
multimodality in the English composition classroom, creative 
writing pedagogy and poetics. His dissertation will examine 
hip-hop pedagogy and the function of the hip-hop DJ in the 
English Composition classroom.  He keeps the borough of 
Queens close to his heart in all that he says, does and writes; it is 
his life and past experiences in Queens that have been most 
formative, even more influential than his academic studies, 
“Without Queens, I simply would not be…and there’s not a 
minute of it, good or bad, that I would trade, switch or swap.” 
 
As a creative writer with various publications of poetry and fiction, Todd started blacker 
inkwells Publishing Group, LLC in 2008 to provide an artistic and collaborative space for 
underrepresented writers and artists within mainstream publishing and media culture. 
 
  

tor’cha is a ten-chapter novel is a coming of age story of three 
African-American brothers growing up in the inner-city. Each 
chapter is based on one of the Ten Commandments, while 
drawing its moral from Supreme Mathematics, an Islamic 
concept originated from the Nation of Gods and Earths. 
In each chapter one of the three brothers is faced with the choice 
of breaking one of the Ten Commandments (before, during or 
after), and Craig illuminates the tension and often “torturous” 
throws of each situation. Craig seamlessly interweaves these 
seemingly disparate philosophies as his characters — Emil (eM), 
a stick-up kid turned musician; Damon, an incarcerated felon 
turned Muslim as Abdullah Zahir; and Christian, the one 
brother who has made it out of the street-life via education — 
navigate urban America. 
 

The story unfolds in a cinematic sequence that engages readers, propelling them to reposition 
this literary jigsaw puzzle. Narrated by an insider, readers follow the lives of three iconic young 
black males tempted and tested again and again in their struggle to be moral men in a corrupt 
world. 
 
New to the 2nd edition of the novel is it’s foreword, in which English and Education scholar Dr. 
Carmen Kynard situates the importance of tor’cha in college English classrooms, in the 
backpacks of savvy emerging hip-hop scholars, among the curriculum of New Literacies and 
interdisciplinary collegiate studies, applauding this novel and it’s relevance across a wide and 
vast reading audience. 
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In it’s 2nd edition, tor’cha also comes complete with a free Interactive CD-ROM, which 
includes: 
 

tor’cha: the soundtrack 
Originally, the first edition of tor’cha came with a soundtrack. 
A collection of songs written for and dedicated to the book 
combined with songs heavily aligned with the mood and feel 
of the novel, the soundtrack includes songs by artists Mobb 
Deep, Big Noyd, G3, Big Twins, Chinky, Stamma Ramma, 
Truck North, Kice of Course, Mental Case, Un Pachino, 
Nyce and various others. The soundtrack also highlights 
production from Havoc, Mr. Len, Bear-One, 100 Milez, Sid 
Roams, Sean Strange and DSMOOTH. 

 
 
tor’cha: the novel score  
Every movie has a soundtrack and a score…tor’cha does as 
well. As a collection of songs that serve as the backdrop for the 
scenes within the novel, the novel score contains music written 
for and dedicated to the book combined with songs heavily 
aligned with the mood and feel of the scenery and landscapes of 
the novel. The novel score includes songs by artists Mobb 
Deep, Big Noyd, Truck North, Reef the Lost Cauze, Kam 
Moye (Supastition), Killa Sha, Nyce and various others. It also 
highlights production from Havoc, Mr. Len, Tha S Ence, Rich 
Medina, JS Krillz, Sean Strange, Shish Boom Bah and 
UrbanSoul Music Group. 
 

 
tor’cha: the mixtape v1.5 – “the college exclusive” 
The first in a series of tor’cha-dedicated mixtapes, the limited edition 
“v1.5 – college exclusive” includes various soundtrack, novel score 
and street album artists and is mixed by Mr. Len (Smacks Records, 
Company Flow). 
 
 
 

 
 
“ain’t I iLL???” – the eM street album  
Enter the world of eM, the stick-up kid turned musician, by tuning in 
to eM’s street album. Throughout the novel, readers are able to see 
eM’s story. Now listen to his music produced for his debut street 
album. 
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The tor’cha flipbook: a photo mixography  
In collaboration with photographer Rachel Crick, this interactive 
photo e-flipbook highlights behind the scenes photographs of artists 
involved with the making of the tor’cha soundtrack and novel score. 
The flipbook also includes a sneak peak of tor’cha soundtrack songs 
from the artists, mixed by Mr. Len. 
  
 

 
 
“anticipation”: the graphic e-novel 
Take a look into the world of eM beyond the word, as the graphic e-
adaptation tells the back-story of eM in his struggles to provide for his 
family during his youth. This story extends into a window of time 
within “that’s the set-up right there”, as eM reflects upon his past 
actions and impending choice. 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAISE FOR tor’cha 
 “Todd Craig takes readers deep into the darkness in order to show us the light. Written in a 
street-smart style, this book should be required reading for anyone taken in by the 
glamorization of the gangsta culture.” 
Geoffrey Canada 
President and CEO of Harlem Children’s Zone 
 
“Todd Craig's writing can hold more weight than the mighty 59th St. Bridge during rush hour. 
He is a combo of Zora Neale Hurston and Bonz Malone. A classic New York slice of pizza, hold 
the swine . . .” 
Bobbito Garcia 
DJ and Author "Where'd You Get Those? New York City's Sneaker Culture: 1960-1987"  
 
tor’cha is the riveting account of the spiritual odyssey of urban youth.  The powerful journey 
draws the reader into complex relationships of love, hate and compromise.  In the process of 
shaping his characters, Craig raises pivotal questions concerning the silent war that rages in 
inner cities across the nation.  Read this book and ponder the answers that can lead us to hope.  
Dr. Bessie W. Blake,  
Author of “Speak to the Mountain” (USA Book News 2007 Best Book Award)  
 
 


